Abstract:

Renal transplantation is the sine qua non consummate form of renal replacement therapy (RRT) for end
stage renal disease (ESRD). Despite the increasing ESRD burden worldwide, developing countries continue
to experience a gross lack of RRT options for its teeming citizens with ESRD. This report is a demonstration
of a nephrologist’s experience and dilemma trying to make sense of the yawning disparity between RRT
options, especially renal transplantation, as it applies to the citizens of the USA versus the citizens of
Nigeria. The limited three-year experience of renal transplantation at Garki Hospital, located in Abuja, the
capital of Nigeria, which is one of the very few centers carrying out renal transplantation in Nigeria, was
starkly contrasted with this author’s first-hand experience at the University of Maryland Medical School, in
Baltimore, Maryland, USA, as a Nephrology Fellow between 2000 and 2002. The potential role of public-
private partnership (PPP) ventures in developing countries is considered as a way to help bridge this gap.
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